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In his paper the author attempts to describe some aspects related to the existence
of a considerable number of Orthodox monks in Transylvania, in a specific historic and
confessional context, in the middle of the 18th century, which was marked by the church
politics of the Court of Vienna, that aimed at consolidating the Catholic confession in the
whole Austrian empire.

A special attention is paid to the Catholic reforms in the Central Europe, to the
Austrian state-church system and to the illuminist philosophical trends, that represented a
challange for the imperial state authorities in Vienna for their political, church, economic
and cultural programmes that were promoted at that time.

The forms of religious piety also suffered certain changes caused by a new view on
the state-church relationship.
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I. Formele de manifestare externa a vietii bisericesti sub impactul refor-
melor bisericesti catolice central-europene si ale curentului filosofic
iluminist la mijlocul secolului XVIII

Cercetirile istorice bisericesti recente referitoare la secolul XVIII
atesta existenta unui 7uminism catolic in spatiul central-european, cu efecte
pozitive in stat §i in Biserica.! Ridacinile acestuia au fost jansenismul si
iluminismul protestant nord-german.? In secolul XVII, in cadrul janse-
nismului francez, s-a inregistrat o critici severa la adresa ,iezuitismului prea
curial-central si mult prea indepartat de simplitatea biblica’.? Jansenismul
a urmdrit si fie adogmatic si evanghelic in interiorul Bisericii. A provocat
individualismul religios si a detinut afinitdti in recunoasterea autonomiei perso-
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